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I. Overview of the BCSE

The Center for Sustainability & the Environment began as the Bucknell Environmental Center in 2005
and from the beginning, the Center aimed to establish a university-wide platform that prioritizes
student-centered teaching and interdisciplinary high impact learning, while also supporting
collaborative scholarship and outreach—positioning Bucknell as a national leader in environmental
and sustainability education and applied research.

Today, the Center’s three signature programs support teaching and learning by managing a network
of 15 interdisciplinary field sites and stations, providing faculty and students with unique, hands-on
opportunities for experiential education and applied research that enrich classroom learning and
contribute to real-world impacts in local communities and beyond.

The Center has six permanent staff members and a faculty director. During certain years we have
additional members such as an AmeriCorps VISTA. A member in the VISTA program serves full-time
for one year to build capacity in nonprofit organizations and public agencies to help them more
effectively generate the commitment of private sector resources, encourage volunteer service at the
local level, and empower individuals and communities. In addition, we typically have several courtesy
appointments with experts that work directly with faculty and students through the Center.

Key personnel of the Center this past year include:

Office Staff:

Matthew Higgins - Faculty Director 2022-2025

Dr. Matthew Higgins has taught in the Civil and Environmental Engineering Department at Bucknell
University since 1995, and is currently serving as the Faculty Director for the BCSE. His scholarship has
largely focused on production of renewable energy from the anaerobic digestion of organic wastes,
and his teaching is focused on sustainability and environmental engineering. He conceived and
helped develop the first sustainable engineering course at Bucknell.

Janeen Putman - Operations Director

Janeen brings over 20 years of higher education experience. With degrees in civil engineering as well
as a Master's in training and development this combination and her advising experience bring a fresh
new perspective to the center. Janeen has also served as president of a Staff Senate with almost 5500
staff members during her career. It is the combination of her experience and service that give
leadership to the center’s daily operations.

Krista Smith - Office Assistant

Krista is a passionate environmental advocate with a diverse work background. She is detail oriented,
motivated, and makes a positive impact at The Bucknell Center for Sustainability & the Environment
by assisting the center in all facets of the day to day functions.
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